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witnessed strikes and other expressions of
discontent, and on the surrender of Germany
to the allies the city was one of the centers
of the revolutionary uprising that overthrew
the empire. Subsequently Berlin was the
scene of riots and street fighting arising
from the attempts of the Spartacans (radical
Socialists) to obtain control of the govern-
ment. In the course of this civil strife Karl
Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, Spartacan
leaders, were killed. See germany; world
wae.
BERLIN, N. H., a city of Coos County, on
the Androscoggin River and on the Grand
Trunk and the Boston & Maine railroads.
The city is beautifully located near the base
of Mount Washington. It has valuable
water power; one of the largest pulp mills
in the United States is located here, and there
are also paper mills, lumber yards, a knitting
mill, foundries and shoe factories. Popula-
tion, 1920, 16,104; in 1930, 20,018, a gain of
more than 24 per cent.
BERLIN, university of, one of the most
famous universities in the world, established
at Berlin in 1810, during the reign of Fred-
erick William III, and at the suggestion of
Wilhelm von Humboldt, who was then min-
ister of education. The university includes
departments of theology, jurisprudence,
medicine and philosophy, which includes arts
and sciences. It also has in connection with
it several institutions, such as the institutes
of physics and physiology, clinics, sem-
inaries and museums. It is supported by the
State, and is under the control of the min-
ister of education* The instructors and pro*
fessors number about 600, and the average
student attendance is 12,500. Students of all
nationalities are admitted, and women, except
those of Germany, are 'admitted to certain
departments under some restrictions. The
library contains 160,000 volumes, besides a
large number of pamphlets and theses.
BERLIN DECREE. See coktiotntal
system.
BERLIOZ, bare'leose, hector (1803-
1869), a French composer, the leader of the
modern, or Romantic, school of music in his
native country. He forsook medicine to
study music at ttie Paris Conservatoire,
where he gained the first prize, in 1830, with
Ms cantata, Sardanapale, Thereafter he
achieved a wide reputation for the composi-
tion of stalled program music, in which a
story Is realistically expressed by the music,
 His symphony, Herold en Italie, his opera,
Les Troyens, and his dignified Te Deum are
now considered masterpieces, though scarcely
recognized during his lifetime.
BERMU'DA GRASS, a grass cultivated in
the West Indies, United States and Europe.
It is a valuable fodder and lawn grass in
warm climates where the soil is not very wet.
In well-adapted soil it reaches a height of
one to two feet. It resists heat and drought,
therefore remains green after other grasses
are dry. Bermuda grass will not ripen in the
United States except in the South.
BERMUDA ISLANDS, or SOMERS
ISLANDS, a cluster of over 300 very small
coral islands in the Atlantic Ocean, with
an area of about twenty square miles, located
about 580 miles east of North Carolina. They
belong to Great Britain. They are farther
north than any other islands of like forma-
tion, but frosts are unknown, the ocean
winds being tempered by the warm waters
of the Gulf stream. The Bermudas are po-
litically important because they are midway
between the British possessions in the West
Indies and Canada, and a British naval and
military station is there maintained. The
mild climate attracts many winter visitors
from the United States and England. Bana-
nas, onions, sweet potatoes, lily bulbs are
among the principal articles of produce.
The islands were first discovered by Juan
Bermudez, a Spaniard, in 1522, and the first
settlement was made in 1609 by Sir George
Somers, an Englishman. The population is
31,000, of Whom 16,000 are white. Hamilton
is the capital and chief town; population,
3,000.
BERN, or BERNE, burn, SwrnmijAHB,
capital of the canton of Bern, and since 1848,
of the whole Swiss Confederation. It is
situated more than 1,700 feet above the sea
and is nearly surrounded by the River Aar,
No other city in Switzerland excels it in
beauty, and it is among the most regularly
built towns in Europe, Among the public
buildings are the great Gothic cathedral, built
between 1421 and 1502; the church of the
Holy Spirit; the federal-council buildings, or
parliament house, commanding a spleadi<l
view of the Alpsj the university; the town
house, a Gothic edifice of the fifteenth cen-
tury, and the mint Bern has an academy,
several literary societies and nn excellent
public library* The manufaetaras &re wool*
ens, linens, mlfc steffia, stockings*

